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SHAPING SMARTER GRIDS FOR YOUR FUTURE

Joint Statement on the Green Deal Industrial Plan: Net-Zero will not be achieved without
electricity grids & infrastructure

In the further development of the Green Deal Industrial Plan the European Commission and EU Member
States need to ensure a dedicated, long-term focus on Europe’s electricity networks. Without a clear
understanding and recognition of this critical infrastructure Europe will not be able to achieve its Green
Deal ambitions.

E.DSO, Europacable and T&D Europe welcome the political support to strengthen the competitiveness of
Europe’s net-zero industry. Europe’s network operators and the eco-system providing the technology for
the electrical grid are concerned that the proposed industrial plan does not recognize the vital role of the
electricity grids and infrastructure for achieving the Green Deal objectives.

Securing energy supply, achieving climate neutrality, and guaranteeing competitiveness and economic
efficiency will not be achieved without the necessary investments in Europe’s electricity network, from
transmission to distribution and micro grids.

Electricity networks are the backbone of Europe’s energy system and facilitator of the energy transition.
By 2050, more than 80% of electricity will come from renewable energy sources' and integrating a higher
share of renewables will require a reliable, flexible and smart power system to continue to ensure a
reliable energy supply. Developing this system will require the manufacturing of the necessary hardware
and the development of specific software.

Europe can approach the current challenges with confidence. Europe has probably the best and at the
same time most intricate electricity system in the world, managed by very experienced transmission and
distribution system operators. At the same time Europe is also home to a strong clean energy eco-system
that is capable to deliver on Europe’s needs. For transmission and distribution of electricity, Europe is
home to a world-leading grid technology sector, providing conventional, digital and innovative solutions
for a future-proof electricity network that is more and more decentralised and more and more digital.
The strength of the sector lies in the combination of large, multinational corporations and a large variety
of specialised SMEs. Together they form a strong industrial base in Europe, which needs to be preserved
and strengthened.

To provide the necessary support we call on the Commission and Member States to create a European
Electricity Alliance, aimed at providing more attention and support to the European electricity networks
and the industry that supports it.


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_510

